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630 Reviews of Books 

Dix Legons sur le Martyre donnees a I'lnstitut Catholique de Paris. 
Par Paul Allard. Preface de Mgr. Pechenard, Recteur de 
I'lnstitut Catholique. (Paris: Victor Lecoffre. 1906. Pp. 
xxxii, 373, no index.) 

The lectures here published were delivered early last spring at the 
Catholic Institute of Paris by a scholar well known for his valuable 
contributions to the history of the early church, including five volumes 
on the history of the persecutions in the first four centuries, and 
the work entitled Le Christianisme et VEmpire Romain de Neron 
a Theodose. The field covered is the two hundred and fifty years 
between Nero and Constantine, when Christianity was struggling for 
existence and recognition. During about half of this time, according 
to M. Allard's computation, the Christians suffered intermittent persecu- 
tion; at its end they were granted toleration by a series of imperial 
edicts. The book before us contributes little that is new to our knowl- 
edge. The sources had already been diligently explored, both by the 
author himself and by several other scholars (Boissier, Mommsen, Neu- 
mann, Harnack, Hardy, Spence), and the main facts repeatedly pub- 
lished. We have here, however, a comprehensive and useful summary 
of the available information, from the hand of a specialist, written with 
the grace that we are accustomed to expect from French savants, how- 
ever technical their theme. "II me semble que j'en ai a peine effleure le 
sujet" (p. 366) is overmodest. There is no occasion to apologize for 
the book ; it is sure of a welcome. 

The contents, arranged topically and not always in the order one 
might have expected, include the geographical expansion of the church, 
the antichristian measures of various emperors, the legal aspects of their 
proceedings, the causes of persecution, the number of the martyrs and 
their social position, descriptions of the trials and punishments, the 
tests of constancy, and the evidential value of the martyrs' testimony. 
The author believes the number who suffered death before the reign of 
Decius was larger than would seem to be indicated by Origen's state- 
ment {Contra Celsum, III. 8), taking issue on this point with Harnack 
(Die Mission und Ausbreitung des Christentums in den ersten drei 
Jahrhunderten, 345). It is difficult to reach a very positive conclusion, 
in view of the indefiniteness of the records. But there is no doubt that 
very many suffered death under Decius, Valerian, Diocletian, and his 
successors. 

M. Allard rejects the well-known view of Mommsen and others that 
there was no special early antichristian legislation, but that magistrates 
proceeded against the Christians either under the lex majestatis or by 
virtue of their police powers (coercitio). He holds, with Boissier, that 
there was an ancient imperial enactment, perhaps from the reign of 
Nero, to this effect, "christiani non sint", and that this formed the 
basis of all subsequent proceedings. " Avant les rescrits de Marc 
Aurele, d'Hadrien, de Trajan, existait une loi initiale— ap X aios v 6fios, selon 



Negri : Julian the Apostate 631 

l'expression d'Eusebe — qui defendant d'etre chretien, et dont ces rescrits 
reglent, eclairent ou temperent l'application " (p. 92). But the " ancient 
law", referred to by Eusebius (Hist. Eccles. V. 21), which required 
that accused persons refusing to recant should be punished, is not limited 
to Christians ; apparently it was designed to cover a much wider variety 
of cases. It is true that Tertullian seems to refer to some such ancient 
law (Apol. 4), yet in very general terms and without attempting to 
assign it any date. And elsewhere he says explicitly, " sacrilegii et 
majestatis rei convenimur. summa haec causa, immo tota est " (Apol. 
10). Trajan's order to Pliny, " conquirendi non sunt" (Epist. X. 97), 
is hardly compatible with the theory that an existing law forbade Chris- 
tians to exist, for in that case a Roman governor could have had no 
option ; he must " seek them out ". The author's view remains a mere 
hypothesis, and not a very probable one at that. But he recognizes that 
the decision of the question is after all a matter of small importance for 
such a treatment of the subject as he is here endeavoring to give. 

John Winthrop Platner. 

Julian the Apostate. By Gaetano Negri. Translated from the 
second Italian edition by the Duchess Litta-Visconti-Arese, 
with an introduction by Professor Pasquale Villari. (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1905. Two vols., pp. xxxiv, 
320; vi, 321-636.) 

The author of this richly instructive and eloquent work virtually 
makes his own comment upon it in his preface (I. xxiv) : "We should 
reconstruct, as far as possible, in History the human drama, relive in 
thoughts, in sentiments, and in passions the life of a human being dur- 
ing a specified period of time, and during a specified conflict of hopes 
and fears, of anger and affections, of illusions and reality." These 
words might have been written by George Eliot, and Villari's introduc- 
tion to the present work tells us (I. xiii) that George Eliot "was the 
writer who evoked Negri's most unlimited admiration". Although, 
then, English readers are already provided with able studies on the life 
and character of the Emperor Julian in Wordsworth's article in the 
Dictionary of Christian Biography, in Rendall's work (1879), and in 
the more recent and most excellent book by Alice Gardner (1895), 
there are special and distinguished merits in Gaetano Negri's treatment 
which should insure a welcome to this English version. 

Villari's interesting introduction informs the foreign reader of the 
political and literary career of Negri and indicates the philosophical and 
religious beliefs which drew him to such a subject and determined the 
judgments and sympathies of his exposition. Negri was a positivist 
with a leaning to faith, and his work bears the impress of an exalted 
character. He has written a genuinely historical .work on Julian, with 
Quellenkritik and patient narrative detail, but his main interest is in dis- 
cussing the man in his historical situation, his ideals and methods. 



